
WRTG 1320 
ACADEMIC WRITING AND RESEARCH 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
Writing Today, 2nd edition. Richard Johnson-
Sheehan and Charles Paine. Pearson, 2013. 
 
Dropbox account 
 
OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Part of the general education program and required of all students during the first semester they are eligible to 
enroll. The course introduces students to academic argument based on substantiating, evaluating, and proposing 
claims. Research strategies are central to the course, which will be conducted as a workshop. Prerequisite: WRTG 
1310 with a grade of C or higher. 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The central purpose of WRTG 1320 is for students to gain competence evaluating, analyzing, and synthesizing a 
body of information, and drawing conclusions that allow the student to make a contribution to that body of 
information. Though no two writing situations are identical, at its heart, academic writing is about understanding the 
conversation among experts surrounding a particular question or issue, and adding something to that conversation. 
In this class, we will gather information from scholarly sources, sources for general audiences, primary sources, and 
empirical sources, and explore the relationships between the ideas therein. 
 
In WRTG 1320 we will build upon the skills learned in 1310, with a greater emphasis on incorporation of source 
material, logical rigor, clarity and style. 
 

WORKLOAD 
RESEARCH PROJECT ONE: EDUCATION  
For the first research project, everyone will be writing about some specific topic that falls within the broad category 
of education. The specific topic is up to you: you can focus early childhood, k-12, or higher education; you can 
explore the effectiveness of a particular pedagogy or educational policy (for example, No Child Left Behind or 
charter schools); you could research the changing role of higher education in the US; you could compare 
educational systems in different countries; you could explore methods of online education, etc, etc, etc. The end 
product for project one will be a 4000-5000 word (roughly 12-15 pages, double-spaced) research paper. However, 
we will break this project up into small pieces and build it over the course of 10 weeks. All due dates listed are 
subject to change. 
 

SCHOLARLY SOURCES (10 POINTS)         JAN 24 
SUMMARY AND RESPONSE (5 POINTS)         JAN 29 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY (15 POINTS)        FEB 7  
PROPOSAL (10 POINTS)           FEB 7  
REPORT (10 POINTS)           FEB 21          
IN-PROGRESS DRAFT, RESEARCH PAPER (10 POINTS)       MAR 7  
FINAL DRAFT, RESEARCH PAPER (20 POINTS)                                                                   MAR 14 
  

INSTRUCTOR 
Dr. Jen Talbot 
 
OFFICE   OFFICE HOURS 
Thompson 318 M, W, & F, 10-noon 
 
EMAIL   PHONE 
jtalbot@uca.edu 450-5613, but 
   just email me 
CRNS 
22520  (TTh 10:50-12:05,  WTH 203)  
22527  (TTh 12:15-1:30, WTH 203) 

 
 

mailto:jtalbot@uca.edu


 
RESEARCH PROJECT TWO: LOCAL ISSUE 
For the second research project, each student will research the local issue of his or her choice. By local issue, I mean 
a concrete, current controversy or problem that exists either on UCA’s campus (in which case it might be connected 
to project one), in Conway, or possibly in your hometown. You will use at least one form of empirical research 
(interview, observation, survey) in order to support your thesis, in addition to secondary sources. The final product 
for project two will be a 2800-3600 word (roughly 8 double-spaced pages) research paper. The final draft of project 
two will be due during the final exam period (TBA). 
 

PROPOSAL (10 POINTS)           APR 4 
EMPIRICAL RESEARCH COMPONENT (20 POINTS)       APR 18 
IN-PROGRESS DRAFT, RESEARCH PAPER (10 POINTS)       APR 18 
FINAL DRAFT, RESEARCH PAPER (50 POINTS)        EXAM 
 
OTHER POINTS: PEER RESPONSE (5 POINTS X 2); IN-CLASS WORK AND PREPARATION (20 POINTS) 
TOTAL: 200 POINTS 

 
COURSE POLICIES 
SUBMISSION OF WORK 
All drafts will be submitted one of two ways: via hard copy, submitted at the beginning of class on the assigned due 
date; or via Dropbox, submitted digitally by the assigned time on the due date. Each assignment prompt will 
indicate how that particular assignment should be submitted. You are responsible for knowing how each assignment 
should be submitted; drafts submitted incorrectly will be considered late. 
 
Each of you will have two designated Dropbox folders: one will be a folder shared among all members of the class, 
in which I will post handouts, prompts, etc., and you will submit sources and materials to be peer reviewed. The 
other folder will be shared by each student and me, in which you will submit drafts and I will make comments. 
 
When submitting items to the full-class shared folder, you should always use your first and last name to name your 
documents, unless instructed otherwise. So, for example, I would save my document as JenTalbot.docx. Otherwise 
we will end up with a folder containing 20 documents named “Paper1.” If your document is not named with your 
first and last name, it has not been submitted correctly (see above).  
 
Documents submitted to your own folder should be named according the assignment (so, for example, Proposal or 
Annotated Bibliography). 
 
All documents must be submitted as a .doc, .docx, or .pdf file. If you use Word, this will be no problem. If you do 
not use Word, you may need to download a conversion tool. If you do not know what this means, see me before the 
first assignment is due. Documents that are submitted with file extensions other than the ones listed above have not 
been submitted correctly (see above). 
 
NOTE: The full-class shared folder is for distributing handouts and submitting drafts only. I will never put graded 
drafts or comments in the full-class shared folder. Those will be returned to you via the individual folder or hard 
copy. I will also record grades in Blackboard. 
 

LATE WORK 
Each student has one “free pass” for a late draft. This means that I will accept one late draft from each of you, 
provided that you email me before the deadline to inform me the assignment will be late. I do not need to know 
why the draft was late; I only need to know when it will be turned in. Late work will not be accepted in the 
following circumstances: The “free pass” has already been used (including drafts submitted incorrectly – see above); 
I was not notified via email prior to the deadline; the assignment was not submitted by the time agreed upon in the 
notification email. 



 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance does not count toward your grade. However, students who miss more than two weeks’ worth of class 
meetings (four if your section meets twice a week; six if your section meets three times a week) will be dropped 
from the class. I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences. In special circumstances (extended 
illness, family emergency, etc.) accommodations can be made, provided that arrangements are discussed ahead of 
time, and the terms of those accommodations are fulfilled by the student. 
 
Twice during the semester, I will hold individual conferences with students. In order to do this, class will not meet 
for two sessions. Therefore, if you miss a conference and do not email me to reschedule before your scheduled 
conference time, you will be counted absent for BOTH of those class sessions. 
 
If a student is unprepared for class on a day on which it is impossible for him or her to participate in the activity 
because of that lack of preparation (for example, peer response), that student will be asked to leave and will be 
counted absent. 
 

ETIQUETTE  
Don’t be rude. Period. If someone else is talking, you should be actively listening. Here is a list of things that are 
NOT part of active listening: Talking to someone else. Texting. Sleeping. Interrupting. TEXTING. 
 
If I see your phone, and you have not specifically asked for and gotten permission to look something up, I will ask 
you to leave and you will be counted absent. 
 

INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES AND RESOURCES 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND PLAGIARISM 
UCA’s official Academic Integrity Statement: “The University of Central Arkansas affirms its commitment to 
academic integrity and expects all members of the university community to accept shared responsibility for 
maintaining academic integrity. Students in this course are subject to the provisions of the University’s academic 
integrity policy, approved by the Board of Trustees as Board Policy No. 709 on February 10, 2010, and published in 
the Student Handbook. Penalties for academic misconduct in this course may include a failing grade on an 
assignment, a failing grade in the course, or any other course-related sanction the instructor determines to be 
appropriate. Continued enrollment in this course affirms a student’s acceptance of this policy.” 
 
According to UCA’s policy on Academic Integrity, plagiarism is a “particular kind of cheating that involves using 
someone else's words, ideas, or other intellectual property as if they (the words, ideas, or other intellectual property) 
were one's own original work. Some common kinds of plagiarism are listed here: 

 Because the richly varied resources of the Internet make copying the work of others easy, a particularly 
common kind of plagiarism occurs when someone reproduces or closely imitates one or more documents 
from the Internet and claims that the resulting essay or research paper is the copier's own work. 

 Similar issues of dishonesty are raised by term paper sites or custom term paper writing services where one 
can purchase a term paper, research paper, or essay. 

 Submitting as one's own an assignment prepared by another student is an obvious form of plagiarism. 

 At other times, plagiarism occurs because a student does not understand the necessity or the mechanisms 
for acknowledging the words, ideas, or other intellectual property of others.” 

I reserve the right to deal with cases of plagiarism and suspected plagiarism on a case-by-case basis. Generally, a 
student who submits plagiarized work will fail the course and be reported to the Office of the Provost for academic 
misconduct.  

For tips on avoiding plagiarism, see the Writing Center’s handout at: 
http://uca.edu/writingcenter/files/2012/06/TS-AvoidingPlagiarism.pdf 

http://uca.edu/writingcenter/files/2012/06/TS-AvoidingPlagiarism.pdf


In general, if you are not sure whether something is plagiarism or not, ask me before you turn it in. 

 
 
DISABILITY POLICY 
The University of Central Arkansas adheres to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need 
an accommodation under this Act due to a disability, contact the UCA Office of Disability Support Services in 
room 212 of the Student Health Center at 450-3613.  If you require a university-sanctioned accommodation, please 
come to my office hours or schedule an appointment with me within the first two weeks of class. 
 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY 
Sexual harassment by any faculty member, staff member or student is a violation of both law and University policy 
and will not be tolerated.  Please consult your Student Handbook for the policy, definition and procedures 
concerning sexual harassment.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact your instructor or the chair.  
Individuals who believe they have been subjected to harassment should report the incident promptly to their 
academic dean or to a departmental chair or directly to the university’s Affirmative Action officer, legal counsel or 
assistant vice president for human resources. 
 

DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR 
Any student whose behavior regularly interferes with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class and foster student 
learning, or who exhibits a behavior so outrageous as to severely impede the conduct of the class, may be dropped 
from the class with or without warning. Students dropped for disruptive behavior will receive a grade of WF, and a 
record of this disciplinary action will remain on the student’s record with the university permanently. 
 

COURSE EVALUATIONS 
Student evaluations of a course and its professor are a crucial element in helping faculty members achieve excellence 
in the classroom and the institution in demonstrating that students are gaining knowledge. Students may evaluate 
courses they are taking starting on Monday of the twelfth week of instruction through the end of finals week by 
logging in to myUCA and clicking on the Evals button on the top right. 
 

COUNSELING SERVICES 
If, during any point of the semester, you find that personal problems are keeping you from completing your course 
work, you may find it beneficial to visit the counseling center.  All students are entitled to free, confidential, 
professional counseling.  Please contact the University Counseling Center at 450-3138.  They are located in the 
Student Health Center, suite 327. 
 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT 
Academic Success Center (Main Hall, Basement) The mission of the Academic Success Center is to provide 
academic support to all students at UCA. They assist students in many academic disciplines, with focus on those 
who need assistance in mathematics, writing, reading, and study skills. Further, the center seeks to enhance the skills 
and the confidence of students, so that they can achieve success in their coursework and throughout their academic, 
professional, and personal pursuits. 
 
Writing Center (Thompson Hall, 109) The mission of the UCA Writing Center is to guide students through the 
composing process for any writing project or oral presentation for any class at any stage of the process. Many online 
resources can be found at: http://uca.edu/writingcenter/online-resources/ 
 
 
 


