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instructor-specific course description 

In this class, we will explore the ways in which objects and technologies, particularly digital and networked 
technologies, affect the ways in which we interact with the world. We will develop rhetorical strategies that 
build upon those we use in print-based, alphabetic texts, with an emphasis on visual rhetoric/design, and 
distribution. We will use a variety of open-source tools to implement these strategies: Wordpress, Blogger, 
or other blogging site (your choice), Gimp, Prezi, Inkscape, data visualization generators, and Jing.   
 
However, please note that this is not a software class; though we will have some time in class to discuss 
and play around with the various tools, you are expected to do most of that learning outside of class. 
Google and youtube will be your best friends in this regard.  

 
The overall spirit of the class will reflect the content, in that it will be collaborative, democratic, interactive 
and (somewhat) improvisational. In practice, this means you will need to be thoughtful and creative, 
prepared yet flexible, and willing to give and receive feedback on your projects. 

 

workload 
due dates tentative; fuller descriptions of assignments online 

 
in-class work, discussion questions, participation (20%, ongoing) 
These items will be graded on a credit/no credit basis.  
 
 
 
 

instructor 
dr. jen talbot 
 
office 
thompson 318 
 
office hours 
11-noon; 1:30-3 
tues & thurs, 
and by appt. 
 
phone 
501.450.5613 
 
email 
jtalbot@uca.edu 
 
site 
wrtg3305. 
wordpress.com 
 
 
 

 

textbooks 
Shirky, Here Comes Everybody: The Power of Organizing Without 
Organizations. 2009. 
 
Williams, The Non-Designer’s Design Book: Design and Typographic Principles 
for the Visual Novice. 2008. 
 
Yau, Visualize This: The FlowingData Guide to Design, Visualization and 
Statistics. 2012. 
 
official course description 
Upper division workshop course for writing majors and minors and students in 
other programs. Focuses on academic and professional forms of writing. 
Students will use advanced strategies for print and electronic writing and 
determine how to shape the composition process for specific purposes and 
audiences. 
 
Prerequisites: WRTG 1320 
 

mailto:jtalbot@uca.edu


blog (10%, ongoing) 
Each student will keep a blog on the topic of his or her choice. The purpose of the blog is to provide 
practical experience with the rhetoric of digital distribution. The blog will be graded on the frequency and 
substantiveness of the posts. If a student already has an existing blog, it can be used for credit. 
 
blog proposal (5%, week 3) 
Before starting the blog, each student will write a proposal specifying the blog’s primary content, target 
audience, purpose, and initial strategies for distribution. 

  
document redesign (10%, week 5) 
Students will redesign an existing document for clarity, usability, and aesthetics. 
 
evocative objects presentation (10%, week 8) 
Students will use both Gimp and Prezi in order to create a free-standing presentation on an “evocative 
object,” as defined by Sherry Turkle.  

  
infographic (15%, week 10) 
Students will choose a data set and make a visual argument about it using Inkscape. In other words, 
students will take data and transform it into information.  
 
screencast tutorial (15%, exam period) 
Students will create a tutorial using Jing, demonstrating a tool or technique they have learned over the 
course of the semester. 
 
blog reports (midterm: 5%; final: 10%) 
Students will submit memos describing the rhetorical and distributive strategies used with their blogs, and 
whether/how the effects of those strategies show up in the blog analytics. 
 

 
attendance 
 Attendance does not count toward your grade. However, students who miss more than two weeks’ worth of 

class meetings (four if your section meets twice a week; six if your section meets three times a week) will 
be dropped from the class. I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences. In special 
circumstances (extended illness, family emergency, etc.) accommodations can be made, provided that 
arrangements are discussed ahead of time, and the terms of those accommodations are fulfilled by the 
student. 

 

submission of work 
 All projects will be submitted through the course wiki. In order to be considered “submitted,” projects must 

be in an appropriate and functional form (as laid out on the prompt) and must be tagged with 1) the 
student’s name and 2) the name of the assignment (again, as laid out on the prompt. If I have to email you 
to ask you to resubmit, the assignment will be counted as late. 

 
 Late work will be penalized one letter grade per 24 hours of lateness. In cases such as mistagging, when 

the student may not be aware of the problem, the lateness clock will begin when I email for resubmission. 
Please note that the clock begins when I send the email, not when the student receives it. 

 
 

institutional policies and resources 
academic integrity and plagiarism 
 UCA’s official Academic Integrity Statement: “The University of Central Arkansas affirms its 

commitment to academic integrity and expects all members of the university community to accept shared 
responsibility for maintaining academic integrity. Students in this course are subject to the provisions of the 



University’s academic integrity policy, approved by the Board of Trustees as Board Policy No. 709 on 
February 10, 2010, and published in the Student Handbook. Penalties for academic misconduct in this 
course may include a failing grade on an assignment, a failing grade in the course, or any other course-
related sanction the instructor determines to be appropriate. Continued enrollment in this course affirms a 
student’s acceptance of this policy.” 

 
According to UCA’s policy on Academic Integrity, plagiarism is a “particular kind of cheating that involves 
using someone else's words, ideas, or other intellectual property as if they (the words, ideas, or other 
intellectual property) were one's own original work. Some common kinds of plagiarism are listed here: 

 Because the richly varied resources of the Internet make copying the work of others easy, a 
particularly common kind of plagiarism occurs when someone reproduces or closely imitates 
one or more documents from the Internet and claims that the resulting essay or research paper 
is the copier's own work. 

 Similar issues of dishonesty are raised by term paper sites or custom term paper writing 
services where one can purchase a term paper, research paper, or essay. 

 Submitting as one's own an assignment prepared by another student is an obvious form of 
plagiarism. 

 At other times, plagiarism occurs because a student does not understand the necessity or the 
mechanisms for acknowledging the words, ideas, or other intellectual property of others.” 

I reserve the right to deal with cases of plagiarism and suspected plagiarism on a case-by-case basis. 
Generally, a student who submits plagiarized work will fail the course and be reported to the Office of the 
Provost for academic misconduct.  

For tips on avoiding plagiarism, see the Writing Center’s handout at: 
http://uca.edu/writingcenter/files/2012/06/TS-AvoidingPlagiarism.pdf 

In general, if you are not sure whether something is plagiarism or not, ask me before you turn it in. 

disability policy 
The University of Central Arkansas adheres to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If 
you need an accommodation under this Act due to a disability, contact the UCA Office of Disability Support 
Services in room 212 of the Student Health Center at 450-3613.  If you require a university-sanctioned 
accommodation, please come to my office hours or schedule an appointment with me within the first two 
weeks of class. 
 

building emergency plan statement 
“An Emergency Procedures Summary (EPS) for the building in which this class is held will be discussed during 
the first week of this course. EPS documents for most buildings on campus are available at 
http://uca.edu/mysafety/bep/. Every student should be familiar with emergency procedures for any campus 
building in which he/she spends time for classes or other purposes.” 
 
In the event of an evacuation order, classes that meet in Thompson 105 will exit through the east door and 
reconvene at the Harding Centennial Plaza fountain to await further instructions from campus police. 
 
In the event of a shelter in place order, classes that meet in Thompson 105 will lock doors and stay away from 
windows. 
 
In the event of a tornado, classes that meet in Thompson 105 will shelter in first floor stairwells, restrooms, or 
kitchen. 
 

sexual harassment policy 
Sexual harassment by any faculty member, staff member or student is a violation of both law and University 
policy and will not be tolerated.  Please consult your Student Handbook for the policy, definition and 

http://uca.edu/writingcenter/files/2012/06/TS-AvoidingPlagiarism.pdf


procedures concerning sexual harassment.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact your 
instructor or the chair.  Individuals who believe they have been subjected to harassment should report the 
incident promptly to their academic dean or to a departmental chair or directly to the university’s Affirmative 
Action officer, legal counsel or assistant vice president for human resources. 

 

disruptive behavior 
Any student whose behavior regularly interferes with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class and foster 
student learning, or who exhibits a behavior so outrageous as to severely impede the conduct of the class, 
may be dropped from the class with or without warning. Students dropped for disruptive behavior will 
receive a grade of WF, and a record of this disciplinary action will remain on the student’s record with the 
university permanently. 
 
The definition of what does or does not qualify as disruptive is the purview of the instructor, and can include 
a wide variety of off-task and/or distracting behaviors. 

 

course evaluations 
 Student evaluations of a course and its professor are a crucial element in helping faculty members achieve 

excellence in the classroom and the institution in demonstrating that students are gaining knowledge. 
Students may evaluate courses they are taking starting on Monday of the twelfth week of instruction – this 
semester, Monday, November 12 – through the end of finals week by logging in to myUCA and clicking on 
the Evals button on the top right. 

 

counseling services 
If, during any point of the semester, you find that personal problems are keeping you from completing your 
course work, you may find it beneficial to visit the counseling center.  All students are entitled to free, 
confidential, professional counseling.  Please contact the University Counseling Center at 450-3138.  They 
are located in the Student Health Center, suite 327. 

 

academic support 
 Academic Success Center (Main Hall, Basement) The mission of the Academic Success Center is to 

provide academic support to all students at UCA. They assist students in many academic disciplines, with 
focus on those who need assistance in mathematics, writing, reading, and study skills. Further, the center 
seeks to enhance the skills and the confidence of students, so that they can achieve success in their 
coursework and throughout their academic, professional, and personal pursuits. 

 
 Writing Center (Thompson Hall, 109) The mission of the UCA Writing Center is to guide students 

through the composing process for any writing project or oral presentation for any class at any stage of the 
process. Many online resources can be found at: http://uca.edu/writingcenter/online-resources/ 

 


